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The State of the Caſe concerning the Election at Bridgwater. 13L 
for Mr. Balch 3585. Jy! 


Polled 
for Mr. Gardner 86. 


The Caſe ſtands by the Poors Rate as under, wv; 


| R. Balch has in the Poors Bbok 0, Mr. Gardner has in the Pecrs Book 84 


and claims Fohn Trott married to a V1z. 


Widow, but the Certificate not compared ln the Poors Book by Name 81 
with the Regiſter. However I add him. Charles Bell married a Widow, rated to 


the Poor, and allowed. I 

83 FohbnGlaſs,his Eſtate is rated in the Poors 
| Book with his Brothers. I 

\ From which muſt be deducted John Mills, obje&ted againſt tor not being 

| William Symons, who has no Eſtate rated? fall 21 years old ; but being of Age ro be 
to the Poor , and ſtands in the Poors Book Execator, I think is of Age to give a Vote. I 
thus, William Symons or Occupier ; and he is N > 
neither Owner nor Occupier. 1 | 0 
William Chance, bribed by the Promiſe of 1 And William Pym would lave Voted for 
paying his reckoning to Vote for Mr. Balch, Mr. Gardner, but was kept all Night in Mr. 
and declared would otherwile have Voted Balch's Houſe, and Mr. Balch promuled to 
tor Mr. Gardyer. | give hima Life in a Houſe, and ſtrike him 
2x out of the Poors Rate. k 


I, 


35 
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But though Mr. Gardner has the Majority by the Poors Book , I think all that pay other Taxes 
ought to be accounted Scot and Lot-Men, and not loſe their Right : It is uſually ſaid, when Men 
do not pay Taxes, they go Scot-free. 


Accounting thoſe to be Scot and Lot-Men, who pay other Taxes as well as 
the Poors Rate, the Caſe ſtands thus : 
For Mr. Balch 85 For Mr. Gardner 86 


From which muſt be deducted, All proved to have paid to other Taxes before 
| Viz, the EleQtion. 
Edward Raymond , who pays to no" 
Taxes , and had no Eſtate in the Burrough It would be a hard and very diſcouraging 
rateable. | I thing not to allow thoſe Votes as Scot and Lot- 
William Symons pays not to the Poor, Men who pay the King's Taxes : And note, the 
+. nor any other Tax , only is Adminiſtrator the Poors Rate is altered oftentimes once in 
> to a ſmall Eſtate in right of his Auat, rx Three Months time, and may be done every 
_— «Francis Gatcomb, at the time of the E->5 Month, if the Magiſtrates and Overſeers pleaſe ; 
pletion was not rated to the Poor, or any ſo that the Poors Rate only 1s a very uncertain 
other Taxes, I way, and may be made ule of to ſerve particular 
John Trott, his Marriage not duly pro- Deſigns ; however, Mr. Gardner has it both 
* Ved, the Certificate not being compared ways. 
with the Regiſter I 


» William Chance, bribed I; 


80 
| Note, The keeping W:/l;am Pym in Mr. Balch's Houſe all Night, and his Promiſe of giving him 
a Life in a Houle,and ſtriking him out of the Poors Rate ; alſo the Promiſe made to William Chance 
of paying his Reckoning for him, were proved by the Perſons themſelves: What was endeavoured 
to be fixed on Mr. Gardyer, as it was falſe in it ſelf, ſ@ it was only hearſay by which no Man can 
br ought to be charged, 


* 
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